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Inc., invalidated these State statutes
on the basis of Federal patent laws pre-
emption. The legislation I am intro-
ducing today would address the con-
cerns of hull splashing without at-
tempting to amend the patent are
copyright laws.

Such nonintrusive initiatives are not
new to Congress. In 1984, Congress
acted to protect the unique nature of
design work when it passed the Semi-
conductor Chip Protection Act. This
act was designed to protect the mask
works of semiconductor chips, which
are essentially the molds form which
the chips are made, against unauthor-
ized duplication. I believe that the ap-
proach Congress took in that legisla-
tion would also be sufficient to protect
boat hull designs.

The Boat Protection Act of 1996
would work in concert with current
Federal law to protect American ma-
rine manufacturers from harmful and
unfair competition. I am introducing
this bill today as a demonstration of
my commitment to the immediate res-
olution of this problem, and since en-
actment of this legislation during the
remaining days of the 104th Congress is
unlikely, I intend to pursue this issue
as priority in the 105th Congress.

I urge my colleagues to support the
Boat Protection Act of 1996 and to join
in this effort to protect the American
public and the marine manufacturing
community from the assault on Amer-
ican ingenuity caused by hull splash-
ing.∑

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. ROBB,
Mr. SARBANES and Ms. MIKULSKI):

S.J. Res. 62. A joint resolution grant-
ing the consent of the Congress to
amendments made by Maryland, Vir-
ginia, and the District of Columbia to
the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Regulation Compact; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.
THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT
REGULATION COMPACT AMENDMENTS ACT OF 1996

∑ Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I am
introducing legislation today which
would grant the consent of Congress to
amendments made by the Common-
wealth of Virginia, the State of Mary-
land, and the District of Columbia to
the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Regulation Compact. The com-
pact amendments that are being pro-
posed today govern how the Washing-
ton Metropolitan Area Transit Author-
ity (WMATA), better known as
‘‘Metro’’, conducts its daily operations
as a transit provider.

The Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority was established in
1967 by Congress when it consented to
an Interstate Compact created by Vir-
ginia, Maryland, and the District of Co-
lumbia. The authority was established
to plan, finance, construct and operate
a comprehensive public transit system
for the Metropolitan Washington area.
Today, Metro operates 1,439 buses and
764 rail cars serving the entire national
capital region. The Metrorail System,
sometimes called ‘‘America’s Subway’’
has 89 miles and 74 stations currently

in service. Over the next several years,
Metro will construct another 13.5 miles
of the rail system, with the planned
103-mile rail system being completed in
2001.

The Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority Compact has been
amended five times since its inception.
The amendments that are before the
Committee are a sixth set of amend-
ments that will enable the transit
agency to perform its functions more
efficiently and cost effectively.

The proposed amendments primarily,
and most importantly, modify the
Authority’s procurement practices to
conform with recently enacted federal
procurement reforms. Currently, the
Authority must use a sealed bid proc-
ess in purchasing capital items. As you
can imagine, the Authority conducts
extensive procurement in constructing
the rail system. The proposed amend-
ments will enable Metro to engage in
competitive negotiations on capital
contracts, as an alternative to the
sealed bid process. This amendment is
particularly important as a means for
the Authority to reduce its costs.

The transit agency will be better able
to define selection criteria and elimi-
nate costly items from bid proposals. If
a prospective contractor recommends a
change in a bid specification, under the
proposed amendment that Authority
will be able to take advantage of this
cost savings.

The proposed amendments will also
allow the Authority to raise its sim-
plified purchasing ceiling from $10,000
to the federal level. The Federal Tran-
sit Administration, part of the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation, has en-
couraged states and localities to raise
the dollar threshold for small pur-
chases to $100,000 to come into con-
formity with Federal procedures. The
Authority and the jurisdictions it
serves strongly endorse this proposed
amendment, allowing the Authority to
conduct its business in an efficient,
business-like manner, rather than
being required to publish voluminous
bid specifications, even on small pur-
chases. Under this revision, WMATA
will be able to publish a simplified bid
specification and accept price
quotations, thus streamlining its pro-
curement procedures. Given inflation
rates over the past several years, this
amendment provides a much better
definition of ‘‘small purchase’’ for a
government agency.

Finally, there are several administra-
tive matters addressed in the proposed
compact amendments that are cer-
tainly of a housekeeping nature. These
amendments are largely codifications
and clarifications of current practices.
They relate to, for example, the pri-
macy of D.C. Superior Court in cases
involving WMATA, and the definition
of a quorum at WMATA Board meet-
ings.

This joint resolution is of the utmost
importance to the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Authority. It goes
straight to the heart of how the Tran-
sit Authority does business.∑

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 968

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from Hawaii
[Mr. INOUYE] was added as a cosponsor
of S. 968, a bill to require the Secretary
of the Interior to prohibit the import,
export, sale, purchase, and possession
of bear viscera or products that con-
tain or claim to contain bear viscera,
and for other purposes.

S. 1832

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
[Mr. SARBANES] was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1832, a bill to amend title II of
the Social Security Act to provide that
a monthly insurance benefit there-
under shall be paid for the month in
which the recipient dies, subject to a
reduction of 50 percent if the recipient
dies during the first 15 days of such
month, and for other purposes.

S. 2000

At the request of Mr. THOMAS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2000, a bill to make certain laws appli-
cable to the Executive Office of the
President, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. COATS, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina [Mr. THURMOND], the Senator from
Connecticut [Mr. LIEBERMAN], and the
Senator from Alaska [Mr. MURKOWSKI]
were added as cosponsors of S. 2000,
supra.

S. 2030

At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name
of the Senator from New Hampshire
[Mr. SMITH] was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2030, a bill to establish nationally
uniform requirements regarding the ti-
tling and registration of salvage, non-
repairable, and rebuilt vehicles, and for
other purposes.

S. 2075

At the request of Mr. CHAFEE, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
[Mr. FRIST] was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2075, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide ad-
ditional consumer protections for Med-
icare supplemental insurance.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 71

At the request of Mr. NICKLES, the
name of the Senator from Pennsylva-
nia [Mr. SPECTER] was added as a co-
sponsor of Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion 71, a concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate with
respect to the persecution of Christians
worldwide.

f

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

THE MARITIME SECURITY ACT OF
1996

GRASSLEY AMENDMENTS NOS.
5393–5395

Mr. GRASSLEY proposed three
amendments to the bill (H.R. 1350) to
amend the Merchant Marine Act, 1936
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